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There is na doubt in the minds of at least (hree students inthe
BB program at Vic High that they want careers in the music

. bssiness,

. “Oh, definitely. Me and Amy used to sing in my reom into hair
* brushes when ve were kids, ever since then ve wanted to bea

-singer,” gushes Carli Vierke,

- stancling by her friend Amy Ar.

spnault during a short break
their teacher Eric Emde has ab
lowesd during practice.

The atmosphere in the band
room of the school is charged,
although the bell rang more
than an hour ago. There are
gingers lsteping attentively,
waiting for their turn at the mic,
and many other students who

" appear to be in the room, purely
for the entertainment value of
being there,

“This iz obviously a wvery
-grond program. It helps us pre-
pare for future endeavours in
the music indwstry. It ghves us
the oppormity to perform with

“The Midnights and gives us ex-

_pasure to many other musi

cans” says Arsenpult) before
Vierke esecitedly jurmps in.

“About that, exposure o
other musicians, we ot o per-
form at the Ingy with Jim Burns
and it was sobd out.”

The two are as deadly ser
ous as two 1Tyear-old Grade 12
girls can be about their art. And
once they have the micin hand
they transform into singing sen-
gations. bringing the house
down with a hip twisting rendi
tion of “Hold On", and “House

“that Jack Built", without miss-
ing a beat.

Well, the group may have
missed one beat, “that's why
wi practice before we are on
stage,” admonishes Emde as

“he shuts the music down with
a wave of his hand and cuesin
the drummer to pick up the

" beat.

Emde feunded the Vic High
RSB program in 1992 to re-
place the stage band which had

* bieen the educational standard

for more than 25 years. At the
time he was looking to create a
codrse that would prepare sou-
dents for job readiness. As
more and more students were

petting involved, with serious

dedication backing their of
forts, Emde decided to create a
professional version of the
group. By combining profes-
sicmal plavers with his up-and-
coming talent, he formed the
group The Midnights.

T never expected it (o take

- off like it did. We play the kind
- of rriasie we abwanes wanted, and

peaple just love it Emde says.
Certainky his students do,
“Working with the pea rmigk

 cans is challenging. They are

obviously a lot more knowl
edgeable than we are so it is ak

cwavs 4 learning experience,”

says Argepault. "Every gig we
get 5o mnech better”
Paul Wainwright plays sae-

. phone for a few bands around
' Victoria and he has been doing

2o for the past 25 years, He

finds playing with The Mid-

nights ne less professional, if a
little more rewarding than his
other bands.

“Tt gives the kids first-hand

experienoe working with some-

" body whio plays music for a by

ing. I couldn't have imagined
how much eecitement and in-
spiration [ wauld get from work-
ing with the kids,” he says.

Wainwright savs for-an 11-
piece band like The Midnights
there are onky 3 certain mumber
of ggs available, which is why
the group feels so fortunace (o
lave found a gracious host at
SOpARGS,

*The best thing for any
group is to play one or more
gig aweck at the same vene,
It really bringz a group (o
gether,” he sars, °T guess vou
migtht nodice the students be-
catse the girls who sing at the
frent are younger. But the
trombone blends right in and
we had one drummer sit in
last week and it was seamless,
vou would never know the dii-
ference,”

Johann McBee i thetrom-
bone player that has stepped up
i the plate for The Midnights,
His Givourile musie to play 12
funk, and afier he graduates
from Vic High this year he
plans to work towards being a
full-tinee rusician, From The
Midnights he's learning stage
presence and  showmanship
iat might stherwise be miss-
ing from a high school band,

“Tdon’t gel nervous becauss
T know all the music by heart,”
he says. “The professional ma-
sicians are a lot better techni-
callv. They also have more
slage charisma. They know
how towork with the erowd Lo
met % higher energy level™

McBee says he has moare
hope Tor his life as a musician
now tiat he's seen it is possibie
to make a living as a horn
player in this city. “Becawse we
have: this gig going and eachof
us gets paid $40 or so, that’s the
first time I've been paid for play-
ing ever. Even if it isn't that
much, it is something,” 2
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For the girls the future looks
bright, although they aren’ 5o
wideeyed they think it will
come easy. Bub oven without
looking forward they under-
gtand this program contimees
to accomplish great things for
them on a daiby  basis
Both girks &gree the afier
schep] =essions of the B&EB
practice, comthined with getng
dressed up to shine on stage
for an appreciative audience,
has kept them motivated in the
rest of their school classes, It
has helped them deal with
somie personal challenges as
well,

"Siage fright used to be a
huge factor for me,” says Arse-
nault, who moments before
was belting out an amped up
“Hold Om, I'm Coming”, com-
plete with choreographed steps
in front of her peers. ] used to
be petrified. Since then Ive
come oat of my shell and lve 1o
be on stage. It is the bipgest
adrenaline rush, Beating stage
fright was the big accomplish-
ment of my teenage years,”

“You get to let go of all your
mhibiions  on' slage,” " 235
Vierke.

“This s nothing,” says Arse
nzult, waving her hand in a dis-
missive gesture over the half-
full classroom. “We really go
out there on stage.”

The Midnights play every
Thursday night st Sopranos,
1961 Dougtas S5 from 9 pam.to
midnighit The cover charge.of
45 buys vou your first drink.,



